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                               Franklin worked on his "life" or "autobiography" over the course of several decades, but did not complete the work before his death in 1790. The manuscript was printed in stages in the course of the first half of the nineteenth century, and did not take the form with which most readers are familiar until about the middle of that period. (It is an interesting story, but a more complicated one than is worth going into here.) Our text is based on the University of Virginia Library’s Electronic Text Center’s digital edition, created in the 1990s and early 2000s. This digital text was produced from the print edition edited by Charles Eliot and published by P. F. Collier and Son in New York in 1909. The page images are from the original manuscript that is held at the Huntington Library in San Marino, California. The notes were added by faculty and students in the graduate program in English at the University of Virginia.
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